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;iNNU.'X  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDIC  ;jj 
Tel:  Bridg^/atcr  Zf1 4.7/8 


OFl'TICER  OF  HEiiLTH  FOR 

Health  Departr.ient , 
22  King  Square, 


BRID&Y^ZCER, 


August,  197"^ 


To:  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Burnham- On- Sea  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Oentlomen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  ikuiual  Report  on 
the  Health  of  the  Urban  District  and  the  work  of  the  Public 
Health  Department  during  the  year  1970.  The  report  is  drawn 
up  in  accordance  with  Department  of  Health  instructions  and  is 
set  out  in  the  manner  of  previous  reports,  so  that  comparison 
with  former  years  can  easily  be  made. 

The  health  of  the  Urban  District  during  the  year  under 
review  has  been  good  and  there  was  no  undue  incidence  of 
infectious  diseases.  The  vital  statistics  compare  favourably 
with  those  of  the  country  as  a whole, 

J-fter  eight  months  v/ithout  medical  help  we  were  very  glad 
to  welcome  Dr.  sx.  M.  Atkinson  as  Medical  Officer  in  Department. 
She  has  had  considerable  experience  in  general  practice,  she  is 
keenly  interested  in  paediatric  medicine  and  she  has  alreaAy  had 
a significant  influence  on  the  work  of  the  Department. 

Once  again  I should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of 
expressing  my  grateful  appreciation  to  the  Members  of  the  Council 
for  the  help  arid  consideration  which  I have  received  and  for  the 
friendly  co-operation  extended  to  mo  by  my  fellov/  Officers. 

I am. 

Yours  faithfully, 

R.  H.  V/ATSON 
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SmiM/ilY  OF  ST.iTISTICS 


General  Statistics 


i'jTca  (including  foreshore) 

Population  (census 

Population  (Registrar  General's  cstinatc)  1970 
No.  of  irliahitcd  houses  on  31st  Dcconber,  1970 
Rateable  value  on  31st  Decenber,  1970 
Sun  represented  by  Id.  rate  on  31st  Decenber,  1970 


2,246  acres 
10,020 
11,700 
4,252 
£469,071 
£1 ,860 


Ext r ac t s from  VI T7i£_ST4fIST70,0  £0^  “^he  yoai 


Live  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

69 

54 

123 

Illegitimate 

_16 

77 

62 

139 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  11.88 

Illcgitinato  live  births  per  cert  of  total  live  births  11.51 

Still  births  1 

Still  Birth  Ra,to  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  7.14 

Total  live  and  still  births  I40 

Infar.t  Deaths  (deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age)  2 

Infarit  Mortality'’  Rato  per  1 ,000  live  births  - total  14.39 

Inf'LTit  Mortality  Rato  per  1,000  live  births  - legitimate  l6,26 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  - 

illegitimate  Nil 


Meu-natal  Mortality’-  Rate  (deaths  under  4 v;ccks  per 

1,000  total  live  births)  7.19 

•.ar  Ly  rJocy-natal  Mortality  (deaths  under  1 week  per 

1,000  total  live  births)  7.19 

p rir'atal  Mi  rtality  Rate  (stillbirths  .and  doa.ths  under 
1 e k e ,r..biriod  p..r  1 ,000  tot.al  live  .and  still  births)  14.29 

’•'•t*  rr  .-'!  M>,rt':lity  (including  abortion)  Nil 


M teTf.  ! M'-rt'-lit./  Rat.;  per  1,000  live  .-md  still  births  Nil 


■hr: 

lal  .b  .r  'd'  d- -ths 
- n . f,  r 1 ,’)'-0  r.-.pul'  tion 


227 

19.40 
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Births 


iiTtor  allowing  for  inv/ard  and  outward  transfers  the 
Registrar  General’s  figures  show  that  there  were  139  births  (77  boys 
and  62  girls)  in  the  Urban  District  during  1970,  being  5 less  than 
in  1969.  Of  these  births  I6  were iLlegitinato,  This  is  11,51?^  of 
the  total  live  births,  as  compared  with  6,25^  in  1969. 

The  birth  rate  of  any  area  is  dependent  upon  the  composition 
of  the  population  in  that  area.  Obviously  a population  with  a 
high  proportion  of  persons  of  cliild  bearing  age  vd.ll  have  more 
births  per  1,000  of  the  population  than  an  area  with  an  vinduly  large 
number  of  people  in  the  older  age  groups.  To  enable  the  birth  rates 
of  different  areas  to  be  compared,  the  Registrar  General  provides 
a "Comparability  Factor"  for  each  Local  Authority  area,  which  renders 
the  birth  rate  for  each  area  comparable  v/ith  that  of  a district  the 
population  of  which  is  of  standard  ago  and  sox  distribution.  The 
birth  rate  for  the  Urban  District  adjusted  in  tlais  manner  is 
increased  from  11.88  to  15.09  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

The  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  I6.OO 

Birth  rate  for  the  Urban  District  and  for  England  and  Wales 
for  the  past  five  years  were  as  follovrs:- 


( 


j 1966 

J 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970^ 

Crude  Birth  Rate 

! 15.84 

t 

11.98 

13.32 

12.49 

11.88 

1 Standardised  Birth  Rate 

j 19.00 

'15.21 

16.92 

15.86 

15.09 

England  arjd  Vitales 

; 17.7 

17.2 

16.90 

16.30 

16.00 

Beaths 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  Urban  District  during 
1970  was  203.  Of  these  40  were  deaths  of  non-residents  and  v;ere 
transferred  to  the  district  in  which  the  persons  ordinarily  resided. 
There  were,  on  the  other  hand,  64  deaths  of  Urban  District  residents 
registered  outside  the  District.  The  total  corrected  number  of 
deaths  assigned  to  the  District  was  227  (90  males  and  137  females). 
Teds  was  17  more  than  in  the  previous  year,  and  gave  a crude  death 
rate  of  19.40. 

This  crude  death  rate  cannot  bo  used  to  compare  the  mortality 
with  that  of  other  districts,  as  the  populations  of  all  areas  are 
not  similarly  constituted  as  regards  age  and  sex  distribution.  The 
Registrar  General  supplies  an  ".'area  Coi:::par ability  Factor"  and  the 
cnade  death  rate  multiplied  by  this  figure  can  then  be  compared 
wath  the  death  rate  of  the  country  as  a whole,  or  v/ith  the  mortality 
of  any  other  local  area.  The  corrected  death  rate  so  obtained  v/as 
12.22  per  1,000  of  the  population  and  this  vras  compared  v/ith  11.70 
fer  EnglarhL  and  Wales. 


- 3 - 


Death  rates  for  the  Urban  District  and  for  England  and  V/alos 
for  the  past  five  years  were  as  x’ollows:- 


i 

1966 

’ 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

I 

i Crude  Death  Rato 

17.48 

18.87 

18.23 

18.22 

19.40 

j 

I Standardised  Dea,th  Rate 

11,88 

11.51 

11.85 

11.84 

12.22 

i England  end  Wales 

1 

i 

11.7 

11.2 



11.90 

11.90 

11.70 

Of  the  227  deaths,  192  occurred  in  people  over  the  age  of 
65  years.  32  occurred  in  people  in  the  productive  age  groups 
15  to  64.  Details  of  the  latter  are  given  in  the  follov;ing  table 


i 

I ! 

T 

15-24  |25-34 

35-44 

45-54 

55-64 

Total  1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach. 

! 

— 

- 

- 

1 

{ 

1 

i 

iMalignant  neoplasm,  intestine. 

- 

2 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung, 

; bronchus. 

1 

"" 

2 

2 

I Malignant  neoplasm,  breast. 

" 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

: Other  malignant  neoplasms. 

- 

1 

- 

5 

6 

1 Ischaemic  heart  disease. 

- 

- 

1 

2 

5 

8 

j Influenza. 

- 

1 

' ! 

1 

1 Asthma. 

- 

- 

1 

- 

J 

j 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  liver. 

“ 

1 

- 

- 

1 1 

1 

fiephritis  'nji  nephrosis. 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 1 

1 

Other  diseases  of  circula.tory 

system. 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

2 1 

! Oth_r  diseases  of  digestive 

1 system. 

- 

- 

1 

i 

1 

1 Other  diseasv^s,  genito-urinaxy 

i system. 

\ 

f 

- 

2 

2 

j .U1  othi.r  accidents. 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 i 

1 

; .juaciae  'nd  self-inflicted 

J injuries. 

1 

- 

- 

i 

i 

1 

' ..li  ot'ur  ext  ,rn.''.l  causes. 

! “ 

_ 

- 

- 

1 

' 

I 

: 1 

1 



r 

4 

4 

22 

1 

32  j 

-I,  - 


i 


The  following  table  shows  the  causes  of  all  deaths  and  sex 
distribution:- 


♦ 

1 Cause  of  Death 

i M 

P 

Total 

! 

! ill.  Causes 

! 

90  ; 

137 

227 

Malignant  neoplasn,  stonach 

2 

i 

3 

5 

! Malignant  neoplasn,  intestine 

1 3 

5 

8 

1 Malignant  neoplasn,  lung,  bronchus 

t 3 

- 

3 

1 Malignant  neoplasn,  breast 

- 

3 

3 

Malignant  neoplasn,  uterus 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Malignant  neoplasn,  prostate 

2 

- 

2 

Other  nalignant  neoplasns 

3 

10 

13 

Benign  and  unspecified  neoplasns 

( 

1 

1 

Diabetes  nellitus 

1 

1 

2 

Avitaninoses,  etc. 

1 

- 

1 

jlnaenias 

1 

- 

1 

Chronic  rheunatic  heart  disease 

2 

- 

2 

Hypertensive  disease 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 Ischaenic  heart  disease 

1 

29 

22 

51 

} Other  forns  of  heart  disease 

4 

4 

8 

1 Cerebrovascular  disease 

8 

32 

40 

j Influenza 

4 

2 

6 

1 Pneunonia 

4 

3 

7 

Bronchitis  and  enphysena 

5 

1 

6 

-T-sthna 

- 

1 

1 

Peptic  Ulcer 

- 

1 

1 i 

Intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia 

1 

1 

j Cirrhosis  of  liver 

- 

2 

2 

: Nephritis  arid  nephurosis 

- 

1 

1 

1 

. Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

■i 

- 

1 

j Other  causes  of  perinatal  cortality 

- 

1 

1 

i Mental  disorders 

- 

1 

1 

i Other  diseases  of  nervous  systen 

1 

2 

3 

1 Other  diseases  of  circulatory  systen 

9 

31 

40 

j Other  diseases  of  respiratory  systen 

- 

1 

1 

• Other  diseases  of  digestive  systen 

1 

..  ^ 

2 

i 

1 Other  diseases,  gerltc-urinary  systen 

1 

! ^ 

3 

j Diseases  of  nusc-olc- skeletal  systen 

- 

i 1 

1 

1 

.‘11  other  accidents 

2 

- 

2 

, Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries 

1 

I - 

1 

All  other  external  causes  ; 

1 

i “ i 
i : 

1 



Cancer  Mortality 


The  nunber  of  deaths  of  Urban  District  residents  fron  cancer 
was  (nales  13  and  fenales  23).  This  was  3 nore  than  the  previous 

year.  Cancer  deaths  constituted  15.86^  of  the  total  deaths  during 
the  year. 

The  following  table  shov/s  the  localisation  of  the  disease  in  the 
36  cases:- 


Nunber  of  Deaths 


Localisation 


Stomach 


Intestine 

3 j 

5 

8 

6 

Lung,  Bronchus 

i 

^ ) 

" 

3 

7 

1 Breast 

- 1 

3 

3 

5 

I 

; Uterus 

1 

' 

2 

2 

1 

j Prostate 

2 1 

1 

- 

2 

2 

I 

j Leukaemia 

1 

- 

1 

1 

i other  malignant 
; neoplasms 

1 

' 

^ L 

1 

10  i ^3 

'7_ 

i 

! Total 

1 

1 

■ 

23 

36 

33  j 

C-ancer  of  the  Uterus 

The  County  Council  have  now  started  a scheme  v/hereby  cervical 
smears  can  be  taken  v/ith  a view  to  preventing  cancer  of  the  vromb. 
The  tests  are  taken  by  family  doctors  and  are  exai-uned  at  Musgrove 
Park  Hospital. 

Cancer  of  the  Luri^ 

The  ages  at  which  deaths  from  lung  cancer  occurred  during  the 
last  five  years  is  detailed  in  the  following  table:- 


' — — 1 

/ear 

Under 

15 

15-24 

25-y^ 

35-^ 

i 

45-54  I 55-64 

I 

Over 

65 

i 

Total; 

j 

r'  ' 

" 

. 

- 

- 

i 

- I 1 

p-  1 
6 

7 

: rx./ 

_ 

- 

- 

1 

1 I 2 

6 

10 

1 

j <>^8 

- 

- 

- ! 1 

6 

1 

7 1 
1 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

■ i ^ 

4 

I 

7 1 

1 r>/o 

_ 



- 

- 

_______ 

! 2 
j 

u„J 

3 1 

C - 


Deaths  fron  Heart  Disease 


Of  227  deaths  heart  disease  caused  Gk-  (nales  36,  females 
28).  It  represented  28.19%  of  the  total  deaths  from  all  causes 
and  was  equivalent  to  a death  rate  of  5.47  per  1 ,000  of  the 
population. 


Infantile  Mortality 


2 infants  under  one  year  of  age  died  during  the  year. 

This  gives  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  14.39  per  1,000  of  all 
live  births,  while  the  corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
was  16.00. 


Pooulati on 

The  estimated  population  of  the  Urban  District  as  at 
June,  1970,  was  11,700  which  shows  an  increase  of  I70  on  the 
previous  year.  It  is  interesting  to  note  the  estimated  population 
changes  and  the  following  table  illustrates  the  trend  since  I96O:- 


1 

1 Year 

1 

i 

Population 

Estimated 

Increase 

Natiiral 
Increase 
(Births 
related  tc 
deaths) 

j 

j i960 

10,020 

230 

-18 

' 1961 

9,890 

-130 

- 5 

1962 

10,240 

350 

22 

1963 

10,400 

160 

-17 

1964 

10,480 

80 

5 

1965 

10,780 

300 

-16 

1966 

10,980 

200 

-18 

i 1967 

11 ,180 

200 

-77 

I 1968 

11 ,410 

230 

-56 

i 1969 

11,530 

120 

-66 

i 1970 

11,700 

170 

-88 
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During  the  previous  yeex  21  cases  of  notifiable  diseases  were  netific-d. 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 
AND  CONTA&IOUS  DISEi^ES 


Diphtheria 


No  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified. 


Acute  PolioAve litis 

No  cases  were  notified. 


Measles 

63  cases  were  notified. 


Tuberculosis 

No  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the 

year. 

B.C.G-.  Vaccination 

In  order  to  raise  the  imunity  of  school  leavers  to  tuberculosis, 
vaccination  with  B.C.G-.  vaccine  was  offered  to  737  children  between  the 
ages  of  13  and.  14  years  attending  schools  in  the  Mid-Soraerset  Divisional 
Area.  725  received  the  prelininary  skin  or  Heaf  Test,  to  deternine 
whether  they  had  in  fact  already  experienced  sone  infection  with 
tuberculosis.  Cf  these  658  v/ere  negative  and  were  vaccinated  with 
B.C.G.  vaccine. 


Inaunisation  a^l  Vaccination 

Innunisation  and  vaccination  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough, 
tetanus,  polionyelitis,  snallpox  and  neasles,  are  now  entirely  carried 
out  by  general  practitioners  under  the  County  Council  schene  utilising 
a conputer  to  deal  with  the  adrini strati ve  aspects.  This  schene  is 
working  satisfactorily  and  it  will  certainly  result  in  raising  still 
further  the  general  level  of  innunisation  of  the  coonunity. 


Gernan  Measles  (Rubella) 

This  disease  is  inportant  because  if  an  expectant  nother  is 
infected  diaring  the.  first  three  nonths  of  pregnancy  the  baby  in 
nany  cases,  is  affected  by  severe  congenital  abnormalities. 
Ihjring  the  year  the  County  Council  introduced  a schene  offering 
vaccination  against  Rubella  to  girls  aged  11-1 3 inclusive.  The 
response  was  disappointing  and  it  is  now  intended  to  introduce 
this  wcrthw'hile  rsas'are  into  the  conputer  progranne. 
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&EKEF.AL  HEALTH  SERVICES 


Laboratory  Facilities 

Pathological  specimens  are  sent  to  the  laboratory  at  Musgrove 
Park  Hospital,  v^hich  forms  part  of  the  Public  Health  Service. 
Results  of  investigations  are  available  with  the  minimum  of  delay 
and  there  is  good  liaison  between  the  laboratory  personnel  and  the 
field  workers  in  the  Public  Health  Department. 

Examinations  carried  out  during  the  year  included  11  v/ater 
samples  and  2L  ice  cream  samples. 


Hospitals  in  the  area  are  administered  by  the  South  Western 
Regional  Hospital  Board  through  the  West  Somerset  Hospital  Management 
Committee . 

Cases  of  infectious  diseases  needing  hospital  treatment,  or 
isolation,  are  admitted  to  Taunton  Isolation  Hospital. 

The  new  Outpatients  Department  at  Bridgwater  Hospital  has  been 
completed  and  is  proving  very  satisfactory.  The  South  Western  Regional 
Hospital  Board  are  at  present  proceeding  with  their  plans  to  adapt 
Bridgwater  G-eneral  Hospital  to  cater  for  short  stay  surgical  cases. 

This  will  involve  a reduction  in  the  number  of  beds  available  at  the 
hospital,  but  v/ith  improved  facilities  and  an  up  graded  operating  theatre 
the  hospital  will  be  capable  of  playing  a significant  part  in  reducing 
the  large  waiting  list  of  patients  in  the  Mid- Somerset  clinical  area  who 
have  been  waiting  in  some  cases  for  years  for  surgical  treatment  of  a 
relatively  minor  nature.  Cases  to  be  admitted  vdll  of  course  be 
carefully  selected.  Most  patients  will  be  discharged  to  the  care  of  their 
family  doctors  and  practice  nurses  ai ter  /4-8  hours.  Clearly  it  is  envisaged 
that  intensive  use  vdll  be  made  of  the  hospital  and  its  future  for  the 
forseoable  future  seems  assured. 

The  proposed  District  G-eneral  Hospital  at  Lyngford  has  nov/  got  a 
defirdte  place  in  the  Hospital  Board's  building  programme  and  active 
planning  has  already  begun. 


The  Special  Clinic,  for  the  investigation  and  treatment  of  sexually 
transmdtted  diseases  is  nov/  held  at  the  Bridgwater  G-eneral  Hospital.  Cases 
attending  the  cliro.c  for  the  first  time  during  1970  were  as  follov/s:- 


Syphilis  3 

Gonorrhoea  22 

Other  conditions  requiring  treatment  . . 30 


Other  conditions  not  requiring  treatment  W(. 


n . :tt.  Centre 

V/ith  the  transfer  of  the  Chest  and  Special  Clinics  from  the  Mount 
.Are  jt  H‘  alth  Centre  to  Brid^nvater  General  Hospital  room  is  now  available 
■t  tr4<;  He  dth  Centre  for  office  accommodation.  Plans  have  been  prepared 
■ . t ' .j  ritLcipated  that  the  /irca  Health  Office  will  be  transferred  from 
y.inr  -e-ar.:  t.e  tq,,.-  Health  Centre  flaring  the  present  financial  year. 
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Hone  Help  Service 


This  service  is  provided  by  the  County  Council,  vd.th  local 
odnini  strati  on  by  the  Hone  Help  Orgciniser,  with  an  office  at  the 
Health  Centro,  Mount  Street,  Bridgwater. 

The  Hone  Helps  have  proved  of  very  considerable  value  and 
nuch  assistance  was  given  to  needy  cases.  During  the  year  195 
cases  received  assistance. 

These  included  the  following  types  of  cases 


Maternity  2 
Old  age  and  infirnity  157 
Chronic  Sick  l6 
Post  Operation  9 
Energency  illness  2 
Other  cases  9 


In  nany  cases  assisted,  the  patient,  or  other  nenbers  of  the 
far.-j ly  would  have  been  unable  to  renain  at  hone,  were  it  not  for 
the  Hone  Help  Service. 

The  nunber  of  Hone  Helps  at  31.12.70  were  as  follows:- 

Full  tine  1 
Part  tine  35 


Welfare  of  Old  People 

The  Council  are  now  assisting  the  W.V.S.  to  provide  neaJs  on 
wheels  fer  old  people,  and  this  worthv/hile  service  is  much  appreciated 
by  the  recipents.  An  average  of  90  neals  per  week  ore  distributed. 


National  x'.s  si  stance  Act,  1947  - 


A nunber  of  cases  were  assisted  through  infernal  action,  and  in 
no  case  v/as  it  necessary  for  the  Council  to  take  statutory  action  to 
secure  the  adnission  of  an  old  person  to  suitable  acconnodation. 
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SiMT.mY  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  JREA 


Housing 

The  nuLiber  of  pernanent  dwellings  in  the 
Urban  District 

The  nunber  of  permanent  dwellings  owned 

by  the  Local  Authority  721 

Number  of  houses  declared  unfit  under 

Section  9 of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  - 

Number  of  houses  closed  as  a result  of  an 
undertaking  given  by  the  owner  or 
following  the  issue  of  Closing  Orders  - 

Nuraber  of  houses  made  fit  during  the  year  23 


t 

t 

I 

! Local  Authority 

I Private  Enterprise 

Houses/flats  erected 
during  the  year 

< 

Houses  in  course 
of  erection 

For  slum 
clearance 

For  other 
purposes 

For  slum 
clearance 

For  other 
purposes 

24 

151 

- 

62 

87 

Total 

— 

175 

- 

149 

In  the  period  from  1st  npril,  1945  to  31st  December,  1970,  a 
total  of  2,062  houses  have  been  built.  These  were  made  up  of  6O8  by 
the  Local  j^uthority  and  1,454  by  Private  Enterprise. 

^.t  the  end  of  the  year  there  v/cre  347  applicants  for  Council 
housi^s. 


■V'^tcr  Supolios 

^ho  m'dns  v/.-der  supply  \/as  satisfactory  both  as  to  quality  and 
qu'.ntity.  Tno  water  is  treated  by  clorination  aiid  bacteriological 
tests  v/cT.';  carried  out  on  the  treated  »vatcr  on  11  occasions,  all  of 
■ddoh  r eve  excellent  results. 

R'-utine  chemical  -xnalysis  of  water  supply  sliowcd  the  following 
r , ' t . 


12 


Physical  Characters 


Clear  and  bright 
Hazen  Units  less  than  5 


Sedinent 


Nil 


Reaction 


Very  slightly  Alkaline 


pH 


7.1 


Total  Solids 

Total  iillcalinity  (^as  CaC03) 
Carbonate  Hardness  " " 

Nor>*carbonate  " " " 


iUOtiJ.  XlcU.'ULliet>i3 

Chloride  (as  Cl) 

Acnoniacal  Nitrogen  (as  N) 
AlbunLnoid  " " 


2f05.0 

250.0 

250.0 

60.0 

310.0 

20.0 


0.002 


Nitrate 
I'i  trite 


tl 


tl 


0.036 

6.7 


It 


tt 


Nil 


in  4 hours  at  27  C 
Free  Carbon  Dioxide 
Iren,  and  Lead 
Copper 
Zinc 


Oxygen  absorbed  fron  Pernanganate 


0.15 

6.0 

Nil 

0.1 


Less  than  0.5 


This  is  a hard  water,  of  satisfactory  chemical  purity. 


Sewage  Disrosal 

The  Council's  proposals  for  a main  drainage  scheme  involving 
comprehensive  re sewering  of  the  District  and  for  the  concentration 
of  all  sewage  prior  to  treatment  and  discharge  to  the  river  have 
been  approved  in  principle  by  the  Department.  It  is  envisaged  that 
sewage  from  the  Urban  Distract  and  from  the  northern  villages  of 
Bridgwater  Rural  District,  together  with  sewage  from  some  villages 
in  Axbridge  Rural  District  will  all  be  treated  at  a new  treatment 
works  to  be  sited  at  T7est  Hunt  spill  before  discharge  to  the  river 
Parrett. 


Refuse  Disposal 

Domestic  refuse  is  removed  by  the  Council  on  a weekly  collection. 
The  C-ouncil  have  agreed  vrLth  Bridgwater  Rural  District  Council  for 
the  joint  use  of  the  latter  Council's  tip  at  Cossington.  TQ.th 
nei^.bcuimng  Local  Authorities  the  Council  are  investigating  the 
feasability  of  treatj-ng refuse  before  disposal,  probably  by  pulverisa- 
tion; arl  so  Eiaking  better  use  of  available  tipping  sites. 

Camping  Sites 

Five  sites  are  licensed.  All  have  been  inspected  during  the 
season  and  generally  speaking  sanitary  conditions  remain  satisfactory. 
Improvements  have  been  carried  out  to  cater  more  adequately  for  the 
needs  of  increasing  numbers  of  caravaners. 
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Ice  Crean 


The  nuaber  of  prenLses  registered  for  nancifacture  and  sale  is  1 
and  for  retail  only  is  62. 

21+  sanplos  wore  taken  during  the  year,  the  results  being  as 
follov.'s 


11 

6 

4 

3 


samples  were  placed  in  Provisional  Grade 

t?  II  II  11  II  II 

It  It  11  II  It  7f 

tt  It  II  It  tl  11 


1 

2 

3 

4 


Sanplos  which  fall  into  grades  1 and  2 arc  considered  to  be 
satisfactory.  Samples  reported  in  grades  3 and  1+  are  followed  by 
inspection,  and  where  indicated  advice  is  given  on  measures  necessary 
to  improve  the  quality  of  the  product. 


Slaughterhouses 

simple  facilities  for  slaughtering  are  available  at  the  abbattoir 
at  Weston-Super- Mare,  and  consequently  there  arc  no  licensed  slaughter- 
houses in  the  Urban  District. 


Premises  where  Food  is  prepared 

No  statutory  action  was  taken  regarding  enforcement  of  the 
provisions  of  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  and  co-operation  from  food 
traders  has  continued  to  be  good  and  aqrovenonts  have  been  made 
to  premises  and  equipment. 


Knackers  Yard 


The  one  knacker’s  yard  in  the  Urban  District  is  regularly 
inspected  and  a satisfactory  standard  is  maintained.  The  Moat 
(sterilization)  Regulations  1969  require  all  knacker  meat  (other 
than  the  moat  of  a hare  or  rabbit)  to  bo  sterilised  before  entering 
the  chain  of  distribution.  Sterilisation  plant  to  meet  the  requirements 
of  the  regulation  has  boon  installed  at  the  local  yard.  The  operation 
of  the  Regulations  is  also  checked  by  routine  visits  to  pet  food  shops. 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  J 9^3 

This  act  v/as  introduced  to  secure  satisfactory  working  conditions 
and  the  provision  of  adequate  facilities  for  employees.  Altogether 
169  prordses'  are  registered  ^md  numerous  visits  have  boon  made  to 
secure  compliance  v.dth  the  requirements  of  the  Act. 


Pood  Hy/geno  (General)  Regulations,  I96O 

Routine  inspections  of  premises  under  the  abevc  named  Regulations 
h'-ve  oontinucf].  Shopkeepers  have  been  interested  in  the  production 
'nd  sole  of  I’ood  under  hygienic  conditions  end  improvements  have  been 
achieve:]  by  direct  discussion  rather  th'in  by  statutory  action  such 
the  service  of  notices  under  the  Regulations. 

The  number  oi‘  food  proi.dsos  in  the  Urban  District  which  arc 
subj-jct  to  these  regulations  is  119  ''J^d  those  have  been  classified 
in  the  foJlewing  c'ltogorios,  each  business  being  classified  by  its 
main  tr-vle. 
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FACTORIES  ACT  I96I 


The  following  particulars  indicato  the  action  taken  under  Part  1 
of  the  Factories  Act, 




Number 

on 

Register 

Inspec- 

tions 

j 

Number  of  i 
ViTritten  I 
Notices 



Occupiers  | 
Prosecuted 

— 

(1) 

Factories  in  which 
Sections  1 , 2 , 3,  4, 
and  6 arc  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authority. 

12 

10 

- 

- 

(11) 

Factories  not 
included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  Local 
Authority. 

49 

12 

- 

- 

(111) 

> 

' 

Other  prcniscs  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers 
premises) 

12 

17 

- 

\ 

I •—  ■■■  - 

Total 

73 

I 

I vn 

- 

t 

i 

1 ^ 

1 0 

1 

of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

No.  of 
cases  in 

! Particulars 

i 

i 

I - 

1 

( 

Found 

Remedied 

“ J 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Insp. 

By  H.M, 
Insp. 

which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

I 

t 

I i/ant  of  cleanliness 

6 

6 

. Overcrov/ding  (3.2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable 

I temperature  (S.3) 

i Inadequate 

I ventilation  ( 0.4) 

_ 

_ 

_ 

■ Ineffective  rlrainage 

■ of  floors  (S.6) 

. 

' Oardt'ery  conveniences 
. (0.7) 

; fa)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

I (b)  Uns'ii taolu  or 
, 'ief.ctiv. 

3 

3 

I (0)  li  t .'luparatc 
for  suxe.o 

' Other  ofTencus 
j 'K-'amst  iti'j  /.ct 
; (inoluJinr  offences 

I rolati.n,'  to  Outwork). 

! Total 

* 

10 

9 

- 

1 
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p;^T  VIII 


(Sections  133  134-) 


Section  133 

Section  134- 

Nature  of 

Vork 

No.  of 
out- 
workers 
in  August, 
List 

required 
by  Section 
133  (1)  (c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in 

sending 
lists  to 
the 

Council 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions 
for 

failure 

to 

supply 

lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work 
in 

unwholo- 

sone 

premises 

Notices 

Served 

Prosecu- 
ti  ons 

wearing  apparel 
naking  etc. , 
cleardng  & 
washing 

2 

. 
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